
  

   

 

 

 

 

                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings (20th September 2020) 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

1st Reading: Is 55:6-9  2nd Reading: Phil 1:20-24, 27  Gospel: Mt 20:1-16 
 

First Reading 
Sir 27:30 – 28:7 
 

.A reading from the book of 

Ecclesiasticus 
 

Resentment and anger, these are 

foul things, and both are found with 

the sinner.  He who exacts 

vengeance will experience the 

vengeance of the Lord, who keeps 

strict account of sin. Forgive your 

neighbour the hurt he does you, 

and when you pray, your sins will be 

forgiven. If a man nurses anger 

against another, can he then 

demand compassion from the 

Lord? Showing no pity for a man 

like himself, can he then plead for 

his own sins?  Mere creature of 

flesh, he cherishes resentment; 

who will forgive him his sins?  

Remember the last things, and stop 

hating, remember dissolution and 

death, and live by the 

commandments.  Remember the 

commandments, and do not bear 

your neighbour ill-will; remember 

the covenant of the Most High, and 

overlook the offence. 
 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 102:1-4. 9-12. R. v.8 
 

(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful; 

slow to anger and rich in 

compassion. 
 

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his 

blessings. (R.) 

 

 
 

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals every one of your ills, 

who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and 

compassion. (R.) 
 

3. His wrath will come to an end; 

he will not be angry for ever. 

He does not treat us according to our 

sins nor repay us according to our 

faults (R.) 
 

4. For as the heavens are high above 

the earth so strong is his love for those 

who fear him. As far as the east is from 

the west so far does he remove our 

sins. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 
Rom 14:7-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 

Romans 
 

The life and death of each of us has its 

influence on others; if we live, we live 

for the Lord; and if we die, we die for 

the Lord, so that alive or dead we 

belong to the Lord. This explains why 

Christ both died and came to life, it 

was so that he might be Lord both of 

the dead and of the living. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Jn 13:34 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I give you a new commandment: 

love one another as I have loved you. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel 
Mt 18:21-35 

A reading from the holy Gospel according 

to Matthew 
 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, 

how often must I forgive my brother if 

he wrongs me? As often as seven 

times?’  

 

Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, 

but seventy-seven times. ‘And so the 

kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to a king who decided to settle his 

accounts with his servants. When the 

reckoning began, they brought him a 

man who owed ten thousand talents; 

but he had no means of paying, so his 

master gave orders that he should be 

sold, together with his wife and 

children and all his possessions, to 

meet the debt. At this, the servant 

threw himself down at his master’s 

feet. “Give me time,” he said “and I will 

pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s 

master felt so sorry for him that he let 

him go and cancelled the debt. Now as 

this servant went out, he happened to 

meet a fellow servant who owed him 

one hundred denarii; and he seized 

him by the throat and began to throttle 

him. “Pay what you owe me”, he said. 

His fellow servant fell at his feet and 

implored him, saying, “Give me time 

and I will pay you.” But the other would 

not agree; on the contrary, he had him 

thrown into prison till he should pay the 

debt. His fellow servants were deeply 

distressed when they saw what had 

happened, and they went to their 

master and reported the whole affair to 

him. Then the master sent for him. 

“You wicked servant,” he said. “I 

cancelled all that debt of yours when 

you appealed to me. Were you not 

bound, then, to have pity on your fellow 

servant just as I had pity on you?” And 

in his anger the master handed him 

over to the torturers till he should pay 

all his debt. And that is how my 

heavenly Father will deal with you 

unless you each forgive your brother 

from your heart.’ 

 

Sunday, 13th September 2020  

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 
 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Csir#sir027
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom014
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cjhn#jhn013
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw018


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thought for the week...  

 
 

     

Reflection...            © Dianne Bergant CSA 
 

A distinctive feature of the teachings of Jesus is his exhortation to forgive. Very 

explicit about this, Jesus left us his own example by forgiving his executioners 

while he hung dying on the cross. Until recently we thought that forgiveness 

begins with the offender repenting of the offence and then asking for pardon. 

Today many maintain that reconciliation must begin with the one offended 

offering forgiveness. This willingness to forgive transforms a victim into a 

survivor. Such magnanimity might then touch the heart of the offender, who may 

thus be transformed from being an offender to becoming a friend. 

If God has been so generous in forgiving us, surely we should be generous in 

forgiving others. The process of becoming a forgiving person takes time. For 

some, it may take a lifetime. Only little by little are our pettiness and indignation 

reduced and our desire to strike back diminished. Still, as disciples, we are 

expected to give the forgiveness that we have been given. 

Such forgiveness does not provide an easy way out for offenders, for ultimately 

justice will prevail. If we remain untransformed by God’s forgiveness of us, we 

will be liable to judgment. Our unwillingness to forgive can eat away at us, and 

we can carry hurts from childhood far into adult years. Forgiving others, as 

difficult as that may be, is in the long run much easier than bearing the weight of 

resentfulness, vindictiveness and unresolved frustration. When we forgive we 

truly begin to be healed. 

 

 

Parish Activities 
CHILDREN'S LITURGY - on hold until further notice. 
 

BAPTISM information nights are held on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  

Please phone the office if you wish to attend. 
 

LOURDES PRAYER GROUP - meet after the 10am Mass every Tuesday. 
   

LITURGY GROUP - meet every 4th Monday of the month at 7:00pm in the 

presbytery. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - meet fortnightly on Thursday mornings in the quiet 

room at the church at 8:00am. 
 

CRAFT & FRIENDSHIP GROUP - meet every Thursday at 10:00am in the quiet 

room at the church. 
 

ECUMENISM GROUP - meet the fourth Saturday of each month at 9:30am in 

the Children's Liturgy Room followed by a cuppa. 
 

PARENTS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN M'TEA GROUP – on hold until  further 

notice. 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - Friday afternoons in the Blessed 

Sacrament Chapel from 1:00pm - 5:30pm. 
 

MEDITATION - on hold until further notice. 
 

SOCIAL JUSTCE - meet 1st Sunday of the month at 10:30am in the quiet 

room of the Church. 

 

Parish Councillors 
 

Sue Whitelegg, Robie Jayawardhana, John Dwan, Leisa 

Fanning, Leigh Brady, Rosie Glassey, Julius Soriano, 

Jasmine Quinlan and Brian Roberts. 
 

 

Parish Safeguarding Children & 

Vulnerable Adults Representatives: 
 

Our Parish is committed to supporting the right of 

everybody to be and feel safe. Concerns about the safety of 

children or vulnerable persons may be raised with our 

Parish Safeguarding Representatives (Joe & Sarah Kelly 

0437 839 838).  If you believe anybody is at immediate 

risk of harm you should phone 000. Further details of 

safeguarding procedures can be found on the noticeboard.  

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

 



Parish Notices... 
 

Giving Envelopes/Loose Change Box 
 

There are many ways you can help enable  

the liturgical, sacramental, pastoral and  

charitable works of our parish.  One way 

is to contribute to the Parish Planned  

Giving. As we move more into a cashless  

society, many parishioners prefer to contribute  

electronically.  If you are not already part of our program 

and would like to join, please contact the Parish Office.  

Your donations go a long way in providing for 

 parish operating costs such as insurance, electricity, 

phones, general maintenance and upkeep of the 

church, presbytery, buildings and parish property.   

 parish pastoral programs 

 staff salaries including superannuation 

 cathedraticum contribution towards the costs of 

running the diocese. 

The Collection Box for all Planned Giving Envelopes and 

loose change can be found at the entrance to the Church.   
 

Date Claimers: 
 

 26th/27th Sept – Refugee & Migrant Sunday 

 17th/18th Oct – Catholic Mission Appeal 

 27th Oct – Anointing Mass 10am 

 1st Nov – All Saints Day 

 2nd Nov – All Souls Day 
 

Refugee & Migrant Sunday 26th/27th Sept 
The Liturgy Group is looking for people who speak a 

language other than English at home to read the Prayers 

of the Faithful for the Refugee & Migrant Sunday 

celebrations.  If you’re interested please phone the Parish 

Office on 4634 1453. 
 

Parish Bulletin 
Additional copies of the Parish Bulletin will be available 

for pickup at the front of the Presbytery after 2pm each 

Friday. 
 

Name Tags 
If any parishioner would like to purchase a name tag 

please contact the Parish Office on 4634 1453. 
 

Fr Thomas Keegan Prayer Cards 
On the table at the back of the church are prayer cards for 

Fr Tom Keegan for anyone who'd like to take one. 
 

On the noticeboard...  
Please see the noticeboard for further details 

 ConnectED - 4th September 2020 

 Diocesan Update Enews – 10th September 2020 

 OLOL School Newsletter - 9th September 2020 

 Qld Churches Together - Season of Creation:  1st Sept - 

4th Oct.  Attention Photographers, Writers & Artists. 

 Worldwide Marriage Encounter - 24-25 Oct 20  

 Palms Programme - Orientation Course January 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Pray For... 
Recent Deaths:  
Anniversaries: Dra Flora Taboada, Clem Walsh, Teresa Dwyer, Zoe Axtell, Jeremiah Lalor, Thomas MacGinley, John 

Reardon, Charles Peter Davis, Margaret MacGinley, Betty Tewes, Alex Upton, Johanna Wetherspoon, Alma Lewald.   

Those Who Are Sick:  Fr Don Murray, John & Jill Donnaly, Sr Maureen Hickling MSS, Judy Reardon, Carol Griffiths, 

Delima Faigl, Ava Bateman, Marlene Green, Peggy Thies, Lillian Roberts, Colleen Lynch, Don Gallaway, Patricia Lucas, David 

Martin, Vince Nugent, Cathy Smith, Maureen Butler, Damian Laurence, Patty Ryan, Valarie Reibelt, John Axtell, Ted Schulz, 

Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patricia & Patrick Wright, Dorothy Moyle, Barbara Jimmieson, Tanya Prince. 

September Birthdays: Kathy Dangerfield, Sandra Sullivan, Helen Kupfer, Val Bowe, Brian Thomson, Kathy Langdale, 

Max Jones, Pat Lynch, Jenny Ferguson, Chris Golightly.  

 Flick and tick 2020...URGENT 
 

A Flick and Tick Form has been emailed out and a small 

number provided at the back of the church for those unable 

to print at home. We ask everyone to complete this form 

regardless of whether you nominate for a Ministry or Group 

so that we can continue to keep our parish records up to 

date.  This is particularly important now with the need to 

comply with contact tracing requirements. 
 

Please return your “Flick & Tick” form to the box at the back 

of the church, or by email  by this weekend. 
 

Holy Land Collection... 
 

The annual collection for the support of the church in the 

Holy Land normally takes place on Good Friday. This year, 

due to the closure of churches around the world during Holy 

Week because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, Pope Francis 

moved the date for this collection to Sunday September 13th 

to coincide with the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross on 

September 14th. This collection promotes the missionary 

work of the Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare 

assistance to local Christians in areas such as health, 

education, employment and housing. Parishes, schools, 

orphanages and medical centres throughout the Holy Land 

also rely on assistance from this collection. It is also used to 

maintain over 70 churches and shrines associated with the 

life of Jesus. Last year, Australian Catholics donated $1.3 

million to this cause, despite tough economic times, rural 

droughts and the increasing cost of living. This year, we are 

again facing great challenges due to COVID-19, but your 

generosity would again be greatly appreciated. Please 

remember the Christians of the Holy Land on Sunday 

September 13th and please also keep them in your prayers. 

Thank you. 
 

Envelopes can be found on the pews. Alternatively,  
consider donating via ELECTRONIC TRANSFER.  
 

Name of Bank: CBA, Waverley NSW  

Name of Account: Holy Land Commissariat  

BSB / Account Number: 062 267 / 10014847  

Your Reference: Diocese + suburb/town (+ postcode) + 

parish name as per the Catholic Directory,  

using abbreviations if necessary.  

EXAMPLES: W’gong Dioc; Campbelltown, St John. Hobart 

A/dioc; West Tamar Parish, St Francis.  
PLEASE NOTIFY the details of your electronic transfer to 

admin@franciscans.org.au 

 

 

mailto:admin@franciscans.org.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Week's Roster... 
 

Time Welcomers Commentary Ministers of the 

Word 
Extraordinary 

Minister 
Ipad 

Operator 
Sanitising Squad 

19th of  
Sept 

6.00pm 

Soriano 

family 
B Witham 

G Borger 

Sr M Cleary 
D Clark M Connell 

C Ferguson 

D Morrow 

20th of  
Sept 

9.30am 

N Ryan 

J Shearer 
L Bentley 

T O'Mara 

M Denny 
S Kelly L Dwan Fuller family 

20th of  
Sept 

5.30pm 

M White 

S Whitelegg 
J See 

J Barrie 

L Hammond 
B Reardon E Murphy Stark family 

 

Diocesan E-News... 
Qld Bishops Election Statement Launch  
The bishops of Queensland’s have launched The Common Good in 

a COVID World – their combined statement ahead of next month’s 

Queensland election. The statement from the bishops is the first of 

its kind in the modern Queensland political era and pinpoints eight 

areas for special focus ahead of the October 31 poll. 

“As bishops, we offer this statement as a way of sharing key points 

of Catholic teaching … as we prepare for the State election,” the 

bishops write. “No political party fully aligns with Catholic teaching, 

but we can point to clear and enduring principles which can help 

us make the kind of responsible judgements that allow us to be 

both faithful Catholics and good citizens." The Common Good in a 

COVID World full document 
 

Engaging Your Catholic Faith: Short Courses  
Date: 14/9-31/10/20 
Engaging Your Catholic Faith is a series of short sessions offering 

an opportunity to explore your faith through a variety of topics 

including: Meditation and Prayer, Spirituality, Women in the Early 

Church, Interfaith Relations, Reading the Church Classics, 

Eucharist, Science and Religion.  All topics are presented by 

lecturers of Catholic Theological College (Melbourne). Sessions 

delivered online via Zoom.  See flyer for further  details.    

Registration form. 
 

Reflections on Leadership 
Journey Catholic Radio is a weekly radio program and podcast 

developed by the Catholic Diocese of Wollongong all about faith, 

hope, love and life.  As part of the show, Darren McDowell is 

presenting short segments titled "Leading for Mission". Darren was 

a presenter for our Parish Pastoral Council Day in 2019. Each 

segment is around 3 minutes long and is a reflection about 

different aspects of leadership. These segments are being collated 

into a Soundcloud playlist. 
 

Research Project: Covid Impact on Catholic Mass 
Attendance   
Philippa Martyr, a Perth Catholic undergoing a graduate diploma in 

Psychology at Monash University in Western Australia, is studying 

the effect that the nationwide dispensation of Sunday obligation 

and ongoing Mass restrictions has had on the fewer than 10 per 

cent of Catholics who go to Mass. You can read about her reseach 

project in The Catholic Leader.  If you are interested in 

participating by answering a brief survey, you can find out more 

here. 

Child Protection Sunday... 
 

 
 

This weekend, the Catholic Church in Australia marks 

Child Protection Sunday.  Our Parish is committed to the 

care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people 

and people at risk in our community. We uphold that 

child protection and the dignity of every person is the 

responsibility of every adult.  

Prayers and resources can be found at  

www.catholic.org.au/childprotectionsunday   
 

Prayer for Stronger communities, safer children 
 

Gracious God you said let the children come to me. 

The hurt felt by those wounded by abuse weighs heavily 

upon us. Often trust has been eroded when institutions 

failed to appropriately respond to their needs. Lord, we 

as your Church stand in need of your healing and help. 

We ask you God to strengthen and guide all in our 

Catholic communities. Grant us wisdom in our time to 

make decisions that protect children and the vulnerable. 

May our families and communities, through love, 

generosity, commitment and patience build stronger 

communities safe for children. 

Let your grace and love fall gently upon our children 

giving them the inner strength, peace and resilience they 

will need for their life’s journey. 

We ask you God to help our Catholic communities to be 

resolute in building a community where our children both 

flourish and are safe. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing our Parish Safeguarding Reps 
 

Joe  and  Sarah Kelly  have been a valuable part of our Parish Community for 10+ years.  They  

have three boys aged 13,11 & 9.  Sarah is a Teacher Aide at Our Lady of Lourdes School and 

works in the Parish Office each Thursday.  Joe is a property valuer in the Darling Downs area. 

Together with the Diocesan Safeguarding Ministry, the Parish Pastoral Council and the Office 

Staff, Joe &  Sarah are responsible for  making  sure  our parish  community  is aware of  the 

importance   of  safeguarding  children and  vulnerable   adults,   promoting   safe   practices, 

including acting  as  a point of contact and assisting  in  the administration  of  the Diocese’s  

Safeguarding  Policy.  If  you  have any  concerns about the  safety  of children  or vulnerable  

persons,  please  contact  Joe &  Sarah on 0437 839 838, the  Parish  Office  on 4634 1453 

or Fr Peter Dorfield on 4638 1379 or 0408 459 045.   

If you believe a person is at immediate risk of harm you should phone 000 immediately.     
 

https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=e4f4ffaade&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=e4f4ffaade&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=6504592873&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=0d6aaf2700&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=7edb1e1b4e&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=558b4ca624&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=450c5c2743&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=450c5c2743&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=67f2178788&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=67f2178788&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=39a0cce309&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=39a0cce309&e=bb279d8ad0


 



 


